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Stuart O

@ Gaming Technology

If I told you that a recent entertainment property grossed more
than $650 million worldwide in the first five days after its release,
what would you guess that product to be? Perhaps a new movie
starring Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie? The latest release of another
Harry Potter book? While both of those would be good guesses, you
would be wrong. The record-smashing property was actually a video
game!

Welcome back to another edition of “Nuts and Bolts.” I'm your host,
Stuart.

Last November, Activision, a major video game developer, launched
a highly anticipated game called Call of Duty: Black Ops. The game
sold over seven million copies on its first day, making it the most
successful video game launch in history. But what’s even more
impressive is that the $650 million that the game made in the first
five days made it the largest entertainment launch in history. That’s
right, the video game grossed more money than any theatrical movie
release or new book launch.

€D A Fundamental shift

As astounding as this may be to most of us, it’s really not a surprise
to a lot of people in the industry. To many, it’s simply another sign of
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